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Executive Summary 


Government agencies define “rural” diferenty; there is not 
a single agreed-upon way to ident rural communities 
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Nationwide, 60% of counties are mostly or completely rural 
these counties are hame to 14% of the population 
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‘The number af people and percent af the population living 
in rural counties vary by sate 


‘Though primarily white, residents of rural communities 
cme from all racial and ethnic backgrounds 
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In many Souther states, minarty groups make up 
Substantial shares ofthe rural population 


‘Rural counties struggle with higher average rates of poverty, 
deep poverty, and intergeneratianal poverty 
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and are particularly high for black and Hispanic children 
ing in the South 
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Rural counties also tend to have lower educational 
attainment and lawer median incomes than urban counties 


Drug averdose deaths in rural counties have outpaced 
thse in urban counties, fused largely by apo! accion 


‘And adults living in rural communities report persistent 
social challenges and lack of access tg amenies 


Importantly, national and regional data mask diferences 
betwee rural community types across the country 


‘Rural community archetypes span the country, and each 
has diferent acsets and challenges 
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{In the upper Midwest, less densely populated areas have 
higher rates of upward economic matty 


‘Measures of social capital also demonstrate variably, with 
strong socal capita also concentrated in the upper Midwest 


‘While the Upper Midwest is often a bright spat among rural 
‘communities, the rural South stands out forts caves 
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‘Twenty-eight percent of the nation’s public schools are rural 
these schools enol 19% of all puble pk-12 students 


‘The number of rural students and rate af enrallment in ural 
schools vary substantially by state 


‘White students make up a higher proportion of the overall rural 
student population compared to other geographies 


However, in some states, minority groups make up 
substantial portons of url student enraiment 


Nationally, 4896 of rural students qualify for tee or reduced- 
pce lunch (FR), although rates are higher i many states 


‘Atthe K-12 level, rural students lag behind suburban 
studenis but outperform studers in othe locations 


‘Achievement gaps in math and reading persist amang rural 
Studens along raciaetnic Ines 
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‘Rural students graduate trom high school at higher rates 
than studenten athe lcations 


i paren 


‘Atthe postsecondary level, rural students matriculate to and 
complete two-year degrees at similar rates as thee pers 
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‘tut they matrculate to and complete four-year degrees 
at lower rates than the suburban peers 


‘Moreover, ural CTE programs may net be effectively 
designed, resourced, or implementa to maximize mpact 


Limited postsecondary pathways can combine with "brain 
tain to sap ral places o hed werkers 
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Differences in educational attainment and earings have 
conamicimplicabens for rural communities 


Especially as farming and manufacturing jabs decline, and 
ned abs require greater sks 
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FRural schools face challenges similar to urban schools, 
though they offen martes ciferenty given geography 
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Rural schools alsa face challenges unique to their 
saeonranhy 
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‘Common strategies for improving K-12 education have 
sce benef for rural schools but alsa create challenges 


‘Ard! rural communities have many strengths that can help 
“suppat efforts svengthen the local school system 


‘Dozens of organizations have been working in rural 
communtes for decades 
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{n particular, economic development initiatives are working to 
‘nage the gap between K-12 schools and postsecondary options 


Rural areas have received relatively litle philanthropic 
investment in the pas, but the tides may be tung 
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